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the human rights treaties that have been negotiated to protect fundamental freedoms and to
guarantee a dignified life for all peoples have been adopted by 195 states, the united states being

the only non-ratifying state. the united nations has received criticism for offering a “one-size-fits-all”
approach to international human rights, when the world is made up of more than 180 independent

states. but the experiences of these states, and the claims of non-universality, are as prevalent
today as they were in the past. there are good and bad actors in all parts of the world. whether or
not a particular state has undertaken actions that warrant a call for human rights protection is a

question that is answered in the context of a particular situation. the universality of human rights is
not a universal principle, but rather a tool for explaining and ensuring the rights of individuals in the

context of a particular circumstance. the universality of human rights is an internal principle that
informs what states can and cannot do. the majority of the world’s population lives in states that are

not un members. many of these non-members have engaged in acts that go against international
human rights treaties. states that have committed such acts have a moral duty to correct their

conduct. it is important to examine international human rights treaties in the context of their time.
they represent a compromise between international human rights organizations and the un general
assembly, which was the only forum for the negotiation of international human rights treaties during
the cold war. while the united states and the soviet union were engaged in a protracted political and
ideological struggle for supremacy, the un general assembly took the lead in advocating for human
rights protections. both international human rights organizations and the un general assembly were

able to reach broad-based consensus on the protection of human rights.
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