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I told Wexler, 'If he comes to your studio in my name, I'm gonna kill him! I'm not gonna keep him. You can't keep a talent like that!' He said, 'He'll come in your name if you'll get him.' He was telling me that they were cutting the session, and in the
meantime I'd get a call and Jerry Lee would say, 'Send me the records I've done!' And Wexler was telling him they'd put them in the vault and he'd be flying out to come to my studio in my name. He got to the studio and I said, 'What you here for
Jerry Lee?' And he said, 'Oh, I'm your new singer!' I said, 'Jerry Lee, you want a fucking piano? I'll get you a fucking piano! I'll get you a fucking upright! I'll get you anything!' Quite a contrast, he later observed, to earlier days when musicians like

Richard "Groove" Holmes, Muddy Waters and Howlin' Wolf recorded at a modest lab in Alabam''s Panola Mountain region. He also contrasted those earlier sessions with the attention to detail, desire to record and produce records for all musicians,
and artistic integrity exhibited by Chess executives. Though Phillips never worked a day in his life on his own label, his dream was a big business so that record labels would be as widespread as book publishing was in those days. Regina Bell, whom
he met when he recorded Howlin''s 'Keeper of the Fire' on Chess''s two-record Nostalgia set, recalls him saying that he would handle record business so that record labels would be like the New York Times. A few years later, in 1952, the main office

of Phillips''s RCA label was opened in a loft on Union Avenue, and in 1967, a new main office was established in the Union Avenue loft building that once housed the Memphis Recording Service, now the home of the Sun Records Archive and
Museum. Shortly thereafter, the main office was moved to an adjacent building and the recording studio was moved to the former home of the Memphis Recording Service.
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Anybody who was trying to
study acting when that

period came around, had
to go to N.Y. or Chicago or
L.A., and Sam Phillips was

sure-footed in his
approach, his way of
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training was so practical
and easy to understand.

He was just so, well, Sam.
No egos, no bullshit. In the

studio, he was the most
natural and most down-to-

earth, up front person I
met. In class, it was the

same, in the restaurants of
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Memphis he was totally at
ease, at ease with

whatever or who ever he
was around at any given

time. He had that
innocence - it wasn't about
trying to make something

happen, it was about
simply sharing what was in
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your heart. To our way of
thinking, people like Elvis,
Carl Perkins and Jerry Lee
Lewis didn't stumble into
the world of music or the
recording studio - they

were born in it. And Sam
Phillips deserves huge
credit for creating a
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factory that produced
these musical geniuses.
That was a genius idea
and it's my hope that

young actors who want to
try their hand at music will

follow in Sam Phillips'
footsteps and that this
book and website may
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inspire or at least inform
them that doing what they
love is more than just an

ideal, it's actually
achievable. So now, if you
want to take it to the next

level, and our door is
always open, we have

some good news for you.
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You can come to The
Acting Studio and get the

kind of training and
nurturing and support

you'd expect of an acting
school, but in an

atmosphere where the joy
of discovery is taken to a

new level by the value
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system instilled by the
legendary Sam Phillips.

There are not many
places, if there are any,

where you can find such a
holistic approach to acting
on a consistent basis. Our
ethos is one of dedication
and love of the craft. It is
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almost sacrosanct - even
teachers can only learn so

much. That's because
there is always that next

step, that next level.
'Secret to the method'
only works because the
teacher is committed to
making it available to
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others. What we do is not
a method, because there

is no method in acting. But
there are countless ways

to manifest the same
ideas and that's what

makes it fun and exciting.
Students can always come

and ask for clarification.
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We give them a forum for
their questions, we talk
about our feelings, and

that's what we're here for,
to share our feelings.
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