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Oriental Arthouse, MANGALAM, INDIA |
Pondicherry Oriental Arthouse (formerly titled The

Belgian Congo) is a 1958 Italian-Spanish film
directed by Mario Ferri. It was produced by Cinesa
(Italy) and RAI (Spain). It stars John Reed, César
Bazán, Jacqueline Sassard and Corinne Cléry.

Ferri, who had directed for RAI SpA previously,
turned down several offers of directing for

Hollywood studios. The head of the Italian film biz
did not want a film with multiple locations in the
Belgian Congo. When Ferri took the job, he got it
on his own, setting it on a studio lot in Rome with
a script that he had written based on the true life

story of Cesare Battisti, an Italian who was
captured by the Belgian Congo's pro-

independence fighters and remained in captivity
for 7 years. Ferri had become enamoured with the
story, its star, and the lead character. Ferri took a

great deal of trouble over the shoot, which
created problems with censorship in Belgium as
well as Belgium's Paramount subsidiary in Paris,

who tried to censor the film. In one scene, a
character makes a hankie from a bedsheet and
uses it to blow his nose. Ferri said he could not
get permissions for a bathroom. The work was
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edited in such a way as to keep the scene intact.
In The New Yorker, Pauline Kael praised the film
as a "large, handsome, and politically loaded"
epic. The film was released in the UK through

British International Pictures in September 1958. It
ran on a lengthy BBC Television series in

September 1965. The film was released in France
in November 1958 through Cinematographie

Francaise and in Germany in May 1959 through
Ufa. A print of the film is part of the Atholl Film
Archive collection. Plot The film was inspired by
the true story of Cesare Battisti, a man who was
captured by the separatists during the Belgian
Congo's struggle for independence and spent

seven years in prison. The film begins at the end
of World War II. The protagonist is Cesare (César

Bazán) and his wife, Laura (Corinne Cléry), is
pregnant. Cesare is approached by Colonel

Poicard (John Reed), who tells him about his past.
He is Cesare 0cc13bf012
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